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A little later on they were held up for five hours by another
stream, and though they found an ice-bridge it led them into
a cave twenty feet high from which there was no exit. Mean-
while one of the Sherpas had found a place where the near
wall of the ravine overhung the river, and he thought he could
reach the other side by leaping to an ice-cliff. It was a long
jump, with only a narrow ledge on the other side on which to
land: a slip would mean a nasty drop into the icy torrent at
the bottom of the canyon. The Sherpa insisted on making the
attempt, but when Shipton had tied a rope round his waist
he kept walking to the brink and back again. At length he
made the leap, landed on the ledge, swayed dizzily for a
moment, and then, recovering his balance, was able to climb
to the top of the ice-wall. It was then a comparatively easy
task to fix up a treble rope and to haul the loads across.

A little farther along another stream was crossed by leaping
from one overhanging ice pinnacle to a corresponding one on
the other side, and so they gained a high ridge of moraine
along which they made good progress. Gamp was made on a
stretch of soft sand beneath the cliffs. This was not a particu-
larly good site, since there seemed to be a good chance of being
bombarded by stones from the rotten crags above, but it
looked more comfortable than the broken ice of the glacier
itself.

It was now August i, but there was still a good supply of
food left and it was arranged that once again the expedition
should split up into parties. Shipton was to make his way
from the head of the Crevasse Glacier, through the northern
ranges to the Shimshal Pass; Tilman was to go westward in
search of Snow Lake, while Auden was to go southward to
the Panmah Glacier.

The next few days were spent in reconnoitring the saddles
at the head of the glacier, and it was on one of these expeditions
that Shipton had an alarming experience. Accompanied by
Angtarkay, he had succeeded in reaching the far side of a
pass which gave access to the large glacier systems of the
Shimshal area. A blizzard delayed them on the way back,
and as it grew darker they ran madly down the ice-slope
towards camp. There were plenty of crevasses about and